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Principal’s Welcome Letter from Saba Hamouda
Dear Parents and Guardians:
I would like to welcome everyone back to a start of a new school year. I
am so delighted that you are part of our amazing, learning community. I
welcome and value your positive energy and dedication to excellence in
education, and I look forward to working with you and your children.
All signs point to another incredible and productive school year. Our
skilled and devoted staff has been planning and preparing for your child
(ren). Our enthusiastic office team has been registering new families, ordering needed materials and updating student files. Our hard-working and
conscientious maintenance staff have spent the entire summer thoroughly
cleaning the facility. And, our much-appreciated PTCA is gearing up to welcome families, provide volunteer opportunities, and offer other exciting
events and programs. We are indeed a joyous and caring community with
the common goals of nurturing responsible, caring students and promoting
high-level learning.
If you have been inside our elementary building this year, you may
have noticed the new look inside the hallway. First, Brother Naji Ahmed
and the team repainted all of the walls with multiple pastel colors, which
looks amazing. They also installed laminate wood flooring in the hallway.
Both of these projects took a great deal of labor and preparation. It was
well worth it. It makes the hallway feel much wider and is so pleasing and
fun for the students. If you have not seen it yet, take a few minutes and
come and look at it. You will be impressed. Next, to our surprise, Brother
Naji and his crew turned the computer lab into a Musalla. (Our plans are to
move the computers to a cart.) They replaced the carpet in the Musalla
and put up a wooden arch for the Imam to lead the salah. Thank you,
Brother Naji, Brother Fadi, and the entire team, for making these improvements. Their next projects are to replace the carpet in every classroom in
the elementary building.
Also, our school has spent a great deal of time, effort and thought into
the process of student placement for the 2019-2020 school year. Classrooms have been balanced academically and socially. Our class lists are
structured to provide equitable class sizes at each grade level.
The Islamic School of Greater Kansas City is looking forward to enriching
your child’s life. Thank you to all who have helped to prepare for the new
school year. Your commitment to insuring that IScGKC remains a celebrated
and successful school is inspiring. This year, we will be celebrating our 30th
school anniversary!
I eagerly look forward to greeting students and families every day. It
remains an honor and privilege to serve as your Principal. Please stop by
and say salam. Together, I know we will make this school year one of
growth and achievement for all children.

CONTACTS
shamouda@iscgkc.org
fjabeen@iscgkc.org
admin@iscgkc.org
salbadiwi@iscgkc.org
kakram@iscgkc.org

Telephone
816-763-0322
Fax
816-761-9249
School Website
www.iscgkc.org

VISION
Striving to be a premier Islamic progressive
and scientific learning Institution.

MISSION
To provide a nurturing environment where
students aspire for excellence in education,
integrity and leadership skills to better
serve humanity.

GOALS
Dedicated to produce Committed Balanced
Muslims, Knowledgeable Scholars, Contributing
Citizens and Community Builders.

“Allah makes
the impossible
possible!”

Saba Hamouda, Principal
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Introducing our NEW Teachers & Staff
Each year brings positive change, which includes a few additions to our
staff. We are blessed to have all of these people with us this year.
Please welcome Maryam Haggins, our new Office Administrator,
who will be handling transcripts, immunizations, attendance, and
lots, lots more.
th

Please welcome Sister Nafees Tayabah, our new 4 Grade Teacher. Sister Nafees brings a solid set of Math and Science skills with a
gentle, sensitive approach to meeting children’s academic needs.
Please welcome Sister Haneen AbuJalalah, our new Art Teacher,
who is so very creative and talented in bringing exciting new projects to our students this year.

Please welcome back Sister Ouiame Mimouni, our new part-time
Physical Education Teacher. Sister Quiame is a former IScGKC
teacher and has many skills to motivate and encourage our students to be their best.
Please welcome Brother Morad Jouhari, a part-time Physical Education
Teacher for boys this year. He is bringing out the many talents of our young
boys and is a great role-model for the youth.
We are so fortunate to have all the new and returning teachers with us
this year. Welcome Teachers!

Elementary Remodeling
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Title I with Hickman Mills
School District
Sister Saba Hamouda and Sister Diane Ghosheh
attended a meeting at Hickman Mills School District
on September 26, 2019 to review annual Title I, II, III
and IV programs that are school is enrolled in with
them.
Once again, we received a fairly large amount of
money this year for all Title services. These monies
have to be used for specific purposes according to
the state mandates which are given to public and
private schools. These monies that were allocated to
us will be used for hiring tutors for the students, purchasing supplemental curriculum for the students,
training for the teachers, and workshops for parents
and students.

Open House
We held our Open House for all parents on Friday,
August 30, 2019. We had an excellent turn out and
shared much information about class rules, grading,
curriculum, and much more.

So beautiful! This was beyond our expectations. The students love it!
Thank you Br. Naji Ahmed and Br. Fadi Banyalmarjeh and team for all of
your hard work.
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Arabic Classes
Enhanced
This year, we have enhanced our
Arabic classes to help teach students
in Kindergarten and 1st Grade with
more reading from the Quran, and we
have created smaller reading groups.
We also created
more Advanced
Quran/Arabic classes
for all grades, and we
are continuing our
Advanced Quran classes. These are
our Hifz classes where the student’s
goal is to memorize the entire Qur’an.
“May Allah reward all our teachers
and students for their dedication,
desire and passion to accomplish this
great task.”

NEW Laptops for Teachers
The school purchased new laptops
for our teachers this year, as their
original laptops were very outdated
and wearing out after 5-6 years of
usage.
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Books, Books, & More Books!
The beginning of the school year, requires
the replenishing of new school books since
we have several multi-year contracts with
our vendors for Math, Science, Language
Arts, Arabic, Quran, and Islamic Studies. This
is a big job for our staff and takes lots of
organization.

Thank you to Br. Suhail Tariq and his family for help to deliver them to all the classrooms!
Big Thank You to Sr. Kateri & Family,
Amera Haniyeah & Younis, Yahya, & Ali
Turk Family for helping sort through them!

Student Councils
Begin Planning Activities
Our Student Council for this year has been busy planning Officer Elections, student speeches, and planning activities for everyone. Our Student Council Advisors
this year are Diane Ghosheh, Saba Hamouda, and Jalila Furqan. The officers elected
will be from 9th and 10th Grade students, along with representatives from each class
from 6th-10th.
We will also be having students in grades 1st-5th creating a
Student Council with representations from these grades. Rose
Sammur will be the Advisor for
them. We are looking forward to
their new ideas and participation
to help our school with more
successes!

LOCKDOWN DRILLS
During the week of August 26, 2019, we had
several lockdown drills with all of our students at
each grade level.
The students were first shown a video on what
procedures to do for the lockdown. This included
things to do first and things not to do if an intruder is in the building.
We did the lockdown with the students at a
couple of different times and in different locations so that they could know the best places to
go at different times during the day depending on
where they were located.
Isha’Allah, we will never
have to face a real-live situation such as this, but it is better
to be prepared and ready.
Let’s make dua’a …. “O
Allah! I seek refuge in your
Honour as there is no God but
You, the only Eternal One.”

MAP Testing
We have already completed our Fall
NWEA MAP testing this year in the first
quarter. The tests were given during
September 9-27, 2019.
The test subjects were Math (KG-10th),
Science (5th-8th), Language Arts (2nd10th), and Reading (KG-10th).
We have closed the testing window
now, and we will be pulling the students
tests scores in the next couple of weeks
and have them available at Parent/
Teacher conferences on October 25,
2019. If you have any individual concerns, you will be able to talk to their
teachers at that time.
These scores should provide the teachers with a good baseline of where your
child is academically and provide us information on their strengths and weaknesses.
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Our Math Club has started this year with a great team of students! The
Math Club is a national program that gives students in grades 6-8 the opportunity to play fun math games in a non-competitive, social environment. Sister Diana Elkishawi is the Math Club Coach.
Students in the Math Club and Mathcounts will meet every other Fridays after Jummah from 2:00-4:00 p.m. to work challenging math problems with their classmates. September dates are 9/6/19 and 9/20/19,
Insha’Allah. Check club calendar for future dates.
Congratulations to the IScGKC 2019-2020 Elected Math Club Officers:
President: Younis Turk (10th)
Vice President: Yahya Turk (9th)
Treasurer: Komil Isakov (8th)
Secretary: Awais Shahid (7th)
Representative: Adiba Syed (6th)
May Allah make this year a beneficial and successful year for all of us,
Ameen.”

A more competitive team of Math students is our Mathcounts team. For those of you who are not familiar with
our Mathcounts program, it is a national program that provides students in grades 6-8 the opportunity to compete
live, in-person in contests against and alongside their peers.
The approach to Mathcounts is to make learning math fun.
Mathcounts believes that middle school is a critical juncture when a love of math must be encouraged, and a fear
of math must be overcome. Their programs build problem solving skills
and positive attitudes about math, so students embrace challenges and
expand their academic and career opportunities in the future. Sister Diana Elkishawi is the Mathcounts Coach.
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Math Club Officers

Younis Turk
President

Yahya Turk
Vice-President

Komil Isakov
Treasurer

Awais Shahid
Secretary

Congratulations to our Mathcounts
Team for 2019-2020:
Returning Mathletes:
1. Komil Isakov (8th)
2. Ahmed Ouazzani (8th)
3. Jennah Akram (7th)
4. Mohamed Abdelghany (7th)
5. Gabe Haniyeah (7)
New Mathletes:
1. Liane Bdair (8th)
2. Dawood Qadeer (8th)
3. Shahd Abdeljalil (7th)
4. Yusuf Abdumalikov (7th)

Substitutes:
1. Abdelrahman Abdelghany (8th)
2. Hamayl Hamid (8th)
3. Aliza Noor (8th)
4. Ismael Abdulkadir (6th)
5. Nour Akkash (6th)

Adiba Syed
Representative
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Science Club
Our IScGKC Science Club is energized again this year. Students who
are accepted as members of the club must pass
the Science entry. Sister Farzana is our Science
Coach of this club and works with the students
during the year for submitting science projects
to be judged at the Union Station Science and
Engineering Fair during April 3-6, 2020.
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Science Classes in Action

Science Club Members for 2019-2020
FORMER MEMBERS:
1. Hamayl Hamid (8th)
2. Sahar Faizan (9th)
3. Dawud Radwan (10th)
4. Amera Haniyeah (10th)
5. Younis Turk (10th)
6. Ahmad Aly (10th)
NEW MEMBERS:
1. Jenna Shawa (10th)
2. Jad Shawa (9th)
3. Hafsa Ahmed (9th)
4. Said Isakkov (9th)
5. Waffaa Hussein (9th)
6. Meriam Ahmed (9th)

Density Column Creations

MEETINGS: TUESDAYS AT 3:30PM -- 4:30PM

Science Club Members
With Sister Haya Qarini, Mentor

Biology Vocabulary Pyramid
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“Battle of the Brains”

Our IScGKC Science Club with Sr. Farzana, and our 4th Grade students,
with the help of their teacher, Sr. Rose, are participating in the “Battle of
the Brains” competition this year. The Science Club members have come
up with two exciting projects:
A Time Machine & Saving the Planet
4th Grade students will announcing their exciting projects in the next
few days. Make dua’a that our students will be successful in their projects
and join the Finalists!
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What is “Battle of the Brains”?
It’s Kansas City’s most exciting K-12 STEM competition by
Burns & McDonnel. Metro-area schools can earn a piece
of $155,000 - plus in grants for STEM education by
dreaming up an exhibit concept for Science City - and one
student team sees its idea come to life in a big way! So
far, nearly 20,000 students in 55 school districts have
benefited from this immersive education opportunity.

They have been assigned a mentor to work
with them on their projects.
Sister Haya Qarini (shown
above), who works with this
organization, is now helping
our students with their new
ideas and supporting their
creativity with encouragement and learning!
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Activities with Parents - PK/KG
With the start of our school year, we held our “Activities with Parents” for
Preschool and Kindergarten parents on September 27, 2019. Many parents
showed up and everyone had a great time with the Math and Reading activities. Again, it is great to see so much parent participation with our school.
Thank you Sr. Nisha and Sr. Melanie for organizing this fun, learning event!
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Book Orders
& New Curriculum
Where does your Enrollment Fees go? A
big part of it goes to ordering books for our
school. During the last couple of years, we
have ordered new Math curriculum and
new English curriculum on 5-6 year prepaid
plans. We also have purchased a new 6year Science curriculum. Most all of these
include some type of digital curriculum for
students and teachers. All of these packages costs thousands of dollars. For some
grades and classes, we also have to order
some Arabic books, Islamic Studies books,
Social Studies books, Leadership books,
etc., in addition to workbooks. InshaAllah,
we strive to give our students the best curriculum to help them achieve success!
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Stonehenge Field Trip at Union Station
On September 24, 2019, our 6th, 9th & 10th Graders attended a field
trip to Union Station to see the Stonehenge display.
Stonehenge is located in the south of England and dates back to
5,000+ years ago. This is a mysterious wonder and world heritage site.
For a limited time period, Union Station is presenting a large-scale
exhibit of it with its monumental mysteries of ancient engineering. It
includes 300 original artifacts (150 of which have never traveled outside
Europe), and the students learn what 20 years of groundbreaking scientific research has revealed. Stonehenge holds a great monumental story, such as the Great Pyramid of Giza.
Our students learned a great deal by attending this incredible exhibit.
Thank you Sister Jaime Banyalmarjeh!
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Museum of Illusions at Union Station
At the same time as visiting the Stonehenge display,
many students also went to visit the Museum of Illusions at Union Station.
Since our 9th and 10th graders are taking Geometry
this year, it was very amazing for them to see the various geometric shapes used to create an intriguing visual,
sensory and educational experience.
Thank you Sister Diana Elkishawi!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
IMPORTANT DATES:
October 5

1st Grade Activities with Parents

October 12

End of the 1st Quarter

October 19

2nd Grade Activities with Parents

October 26

No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences

LIFETOUCH PICTURE DAY
•

•
•

Our LifeTouch Picture Day was on September 16, 2019. All students need to take a photo to be in the school year. Orders were
placed, and we expect them to arrive in a few weeks.
Picture Retake day is scheduled for Monday, October 21, 2019.
Students should wear their blue shirts. No gym shirts please. Older
girls should wear their blue scarf.

GYM SHIRTS & IScGKC JACKETS
If you have not purchased a gym shirt for your child, please stop by
the office. We still have plenty. The price is $18 per shirt.
Also, if you still need to purchase a school jacket, please stop by the
office and fill out the order form. We have placed the first order already,
and it will take a couple of weeks for the company to finish making them.
In the meantime, your child can wear another jacket until they arrive.
However, when the jackets arrive, all students must wear the school
jacket when they are in their classrooms.
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Youth Activities Program
On Wednesday, September 5, 2018, Sr. Kateri, Sr.
Jaime, and a few of our students attended the “Youth
Activities Program” with other students of different
faiths at the Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy.

Our students attend monthly interfaith meetings
with these students to learn about each other’s faiths
and socialize with them. At this meeting, they
planned activities for the year and community service
projects. This is part of our goal to have our students
be “contributing citizens and community builders”
with everyone.

Congratulations to Sr. Iqra Asghar
Congratulations to Sister Aqra Asghar, our Lunch
Service staff employee, on her recent marriage. May
Allah give them many blessings, children, and a beautiful life together! Mabrook!

The second order will be placed after we receive at least 12 jacket
orders. The cost is no $30 per jacket. Thank you!

REMINDERS
STUDENTS MUST BE SIGNED IN OR OUT BY PARENTS WHEN AT
SCHOOL!
Please come to the office when bringing your child in late or leaving
early. If they are not signed in or out, they may be counted tardy or
absent on their attendance record.
Also, please call the office in the morning if your child is going to be
sick on that day. This way it will be counted as an excused absence,
otherwise it will not be excused.
School Policy Reminder: If your child has a fever, they may not return to school until 24 hours after the fever is gone.
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